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SUB J : MOBIL FILES ITS INDEMNIFICATION CLAIM WITH DAHOMEAN 
GOVT 

REF A. ABIDJAN 10269 B. COTONOU 1947 C. COTONOU 1973 

1. FORMER MOBIL/DAHOMEY DIR (GREGOIRE CODO) HAS INFORMED 
EMBASSY THAT ON MORNING OF 2 JAN MOBIL COURIER FROM ABIDJAN 
DEPOSITED THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY MRGD WITH THE HEAD OF 
COMMISSION CONSIDERING CLAIMS OF OIL COMPANIES. DUE TO DELAY IN 
FLIGHT, COURIER COULD NOT ARRIVE UNTIL AFTER CLOSE OF BUSINESS 

DEC 31 (DEADLINE SET BY MRGD). DOCUMENTS WERE THEREFORE SUBMITTED 
EARLY ON NEXT WORKING DAY. 

2. ON BASIS OF FAIR MARKET VALUE OF ITS ASSETS IN DAHOMEY, 
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(OVER $850,000). LIKE TEXACO'S REP (REF C) CODO EXPECTS MANY 
MONTHS TO PASS BEFORE DAHOMEAN GOVT REACHES DECISION REGARDING 
SETTLEMENT IT WILL OFFER. 

3. CODO SAID HE HAD HEARD SHELL MADE A QUICK SETTLEMENT WITH 
MRGD FOR ITS CLAIMS. HE DISCLAIMED KNOWLEDGE OF EXACT AMOUNT 
OF SETTLEMENT, BUT SAID SUCH A PREMATURE ARRANGEMENT "SPOILED 
THE SITUATION" FOR THE OTHER OIL FIRMS. HE REPEATED HIS 
EARLIER EXPRESSED BELIEF THAT SHELL GAVE THE IDEA OF NATION- 
ALIZATION TO THE MRGD EARLY IN 1974 WHEN IT ASKED GOVT TO TAKE 
OVER ITS OPERATIONS. 

4. MIN OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY (ATCHADE) HAS INDICATED 

TO US THAT (A) ACCORD WITH SHELL HAS ALREADY BEEN SIGNED. AND 
(B) GOVT EXPECTS AGREEMENT WITH AGIP TO BE REACHED SHORTLY. 

5. WE UNDERSTAND THAT AGIP, AS WELL AS SHELL, HAD BEEN 
TRYING FOR MONTHS TO SELL OUT TO THE DAHOMEAN GOVT. THEY 
WERE THE TWO LEAST EFFICIENT PETROLEUM DISTRIBUTORS; 

BOTH REPORTEDLY RAN SUBSTANTIAL DEFICITS. 

ENGLE 
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